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By Michael W Lake, 

On February 28, 2025, the Appalachian Trail 
commemorative stamps (Scott #5960) were released 
nationwide.  The stamps were released in panes of 15 
different designs, each representing one of the states 
along the route of the Appalachian Trail.

One of my collecting interests is first day 
covers, and I particularly enjoy getting current 

“unofficials” from locations with some concordance 
to the stamp subject.  All US stamps are now released 
nationwide on their first day, but the US Postal Service 
still designates a first day city where the formal 
ceremony and unveiling will occur.  For first day cover 
enthusiasts, unofficials or “unofficial location cancels” 
define postal cancellations, dated on the stamp’s 
first day of issue date, that are not from the USPS-
designated first day city.    

For the Appalachian Trail stamp release, the 
official first day of 
issue ceremonies in 
Dawsonville, GA was a 
bit far for me to travel.  
But the Trail does pass 
through my home state 
of Massachusetts along 
the far western side.  On 

Appalachian Trail First Day of Issue Journey

Figure 1 (left)
The route of this journey  

obtaining unofficial First 
Day of Issue postmarks 

for the Appalachian Trail 

stamp set (Scott #5960).

Figure 2 (below)
Mutiple post office 
unofficial First Day of 
Issue cover.  Note the 

two different sizes from 

Adams, MA.

Evan Kalish
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Michael W. Lake, Massachusetts
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top of that, the Postal Bulletin had published notice of 
some pictorial cancellations that would be available 
on the first day of issue date in the region – Great 
Barrington, Massachusetts as well as Cornwall Bridge 
and Salisbury, Connecticut.  So I booked an overnight 
stay in Pittsfield, MA, to set out early and well-rested 
the morning of February 28 to purchase the stamps and 
secure several cancels along the Trail.  In addition to 
the pictorials, I knew that I also wanted to get unofficial 
cancellations from Adams, MA near Mount Greylock 
(the subject photo of the Massachusetts stamp) and 
Kent, CT near the Ned Anderson Bridge (where the 
photo on the Connecticut stamp was taken).  This 
encompassed a total distance of roughly 85 miles 
driving, all back roads through the hills and mountains 
of the Trail (Figure 1).  

My first stop at the larger Pittsfield, MA post 
office was unsuccessful, as two clerks did not even 
know about the stamps, much less have them available.  
A supervisor would not be in until later in the day to 
see if anything was in the safe.  My luck turned better 

for the rest of the day after the drive to Adams, MA, 
where I purchased several panes of the stamps, and the 
friendly clerk had two different CDSs available for my 
covers, both large and small (Figure 2).  It should be 
noted that a USPS pictorial cancellation for Adams, 
MA was listed in the April 17 Postal Bulletin, but it 
is a backdate – it was not available at the Adams post 
office on the Feb 28 postmark date.  I secured it by mail 
later from that office (Figure 3).  The Figure 2 cover 
also shows postmarks from my next two stops – in 
Cheshire, MA and Lanesborough, MA – along the base 
of Mount Greylock, driving south.  

Next was the stately Colonial-revival style 
post office at Great Barrington, 
MA (Figure 4), my first stop with 
a USPS pictorial cancel available.  
I secured both the pictorial as well 
as the office’s large CDS reading 
Great Barrington Post Office, which 
is shown on the front page of this 
PMCC Bulletin. Also on the front 
page is the other side of the postcard 
showing a map of the Trail.  I 
ordered these from the Appalachian 
Trail Conservancy for this first day.  
The clerk mentioned that about 
half dozen people had gotten the 
pictorial thus far, before my arrival 
around 11AM.  

Figure 3 (left)
Pictorial secured via mail 

at a later date.

Figure 4 (below)
Great Barrington, MA post office

Figure 5
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Continuing towards the Connecticut state 
line, I stopped at the quaint Mom’s Country Café in 
South Egremont, MA for a delicious lunch, followed 
by the South Egremont post office across the street for 

their registry plug (Figure 5 upper left stamp).  The 
Postmaster advised me that he had requested a pictorial 
cancellation, but he had not yet gotten the device.  And 
although I subsequently saw notice of a cancellation 
listed in the March 6 Postal Bulletin, a mail-in request 
turned up that the cancellation device never arrived 
(Figure 6).  Nevertheless, I did purchase several special 
philatelic collectible products that he had special 
ordered for the stamps, including the Appalachian Trail 
Stamp Portfolio, Field Notes, and Commemorative 
Panel.

Farther down State Route 41, crossing into 
Connecticut, I arrived at the Salisbury, CT post office, 
the second site with a pictorial cancellation.  There, the 
friendly clerk offered me the handstamp and two ink 
pads – one black, one green – to apply their pictorial 
cancellation, as well as their self-inking red 4-bar 
killer, all of which adorn the right side of the Figure 7 
legal-size cover.

Though not originally on my itinerary, the 
Sharon, CT post office happened to be located right on 
State Route 41 as I traveled south.  I stopped here and 
got their large CDS on the cover previously shown in 
Figure 5, for the stamp on the upper right.  

Next scheduled stop was the small post office 
at Cornwall Bridge, CT 06754, site of the third and 
final pictorial cancellation on my journey.  A paper 
was taped to the door indicating the availability of the 
special pictorial, but the window clerk advised me that 
– aside from cancelling some covers for herself – I was 
the first customer to visit looking for it.  Figure 8 shows 
the Cornwall Bridge, CT pictorial as well as their large 

Figure 6
Letter explaining the South Egremont Post Office did not 
receive the requested pictorial device.

Figure 7
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CDS reading “The Cornwalls 06754” 
(no state) on a new old stock Artopages 
general purpose cachet.

My final cancellations for the 
day would be Kent and South Kent, CT 
– both towns being closest to the Ned 
Anderson Bridge, where the photo on 
the Connecticut stamp was taken.  There 
I procured their respective registry plugs 
on the Connecticut stamps, with South 
Kent still using a vintage device (Figure 
9).  The staff at Kent advised that they 
would be getting a pictorial cancellation, 
but it had not yet arrived nor had it made 
the Postal Bulletin prior to the first day.  
I later sent away for that backdated 
pictorial cancel and had it added it to 
my unofficial serviced postcard shown lower right of 
Figure 9.  

As I was nearing the end of the day, I made 
one last unscheduled stop at the Gaylordsville, CT 
post office, where I obtained their blue registry plug – 
shown at the upper left of the Figure 7 legal size-cover.

As someone who collects postmarks and 
unofficial cities for first days, this was an unusually 
successful day; I did not receive resistance from any 

of the ten post offices I visited that day for handback 
service (covered in-depth in Section 231.4 of the 
Postal Operations Manual).  A conversation with a 
postal clerk at one of the towns answered my query 
in that regard.  At least some of the offices frequently 
get visiting hikers who are traversing the Appalachian 
Trail.  The collecting of postmarks along the Trail, 
sometimes in journals or preproduced “passports” 
(similar to national parks), is a popular method used to 
commemorate their journey.

Figure 8 (left)

Figure 9 (below)

Fill your Bulletin pages with a short 
tidbit about a single postmark


